








VHE 


Guardian, 


OR 


Fouth’s Religious Kustructor. 


=a 22 *% 222422 2 22224 2 2242484848484 HB HS 4 SOD BD 4B G@ 8 


‘* REMEMBER NOW THY CREATOR IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH.” 


No. 6.] JUNE, 1823. [Vou. V. 


~~. * |e 2 22 2 2 = 4 eS D & 8 OOD te OE SO OD 44% Se @ OOD OO ® 





FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


ON THE DIFFICULTIES ATTENDING THE MAN- 
AGEMENT OF A PERIODICAL PUBLICATION 
FOR YOUTH. 


Mr. Epiror, 

I have long wished that some of your correspondents 
would offer some reflections upon the difficulties with w hich 
the publisher of such a work as the Guardian must struggle. 
But as no one has undertaken this task, I have been induced to 
send you the following remarks, and if you think they will - 
facilitate your labours, you may insert them. Every person 
who has undertaken to conduct a periodical paper from the 
days of Addison, until the present time, have complained of 
difficulties, and not without reason. This mode of instruc- 
ting mankind has many advantages which are obvious to 
every reflecting person ; and the advantages which the pub- 
lic derive from it ought to reconcile us to some trifling 
faults which occasionally appear in the publication itself. 
But there are some difficulties attending your labours which 
do not attach themselves to every work ‘of this nature. In 
the first place the faculties of that class for which your publi- 
cation is particularly designed, render it difficult to convey 
proper instruction to them. It is not every good writer 
who can adapt himself to the capacity of children. The 
style and strain of thought of a good writer necessarily rises 
above their level. One of the learned men of Great Britain, 
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remarked that Dr. Watts was the only great man of his ac- 
quaintance who could come down to the capacities of little 
children. And it is indeed questionable whether Dr. Watts 
could have succeeded so well in prose as he has done in 
poetry. The difficulty of which I now speak discourages 
many from contributing to your pages. ‘T’hey feel that es- 
says which might pass well with the readers of the Christian 
Spectator, and would be no dishonour to the literature of 
our country, would not be relished by the readers of the 
Guardian, because they would not be understood. 

A second difficulty arises from the nature of the work 
itself. The object of the Guardian is to lead the youthful 
mind to the knowledge of God ; to impress it with a sense 
of the importance of true religion ; and to influence it to 
the love of virtue. But many parents are averse to hav- 
ing their children become religious. Their hearts are oppo- 
sed to religion, and it is not reasonable to suppose they will 
procure the means of instructing their children in religion. 
The very title of your work excludes it from many families, 
where it ought to be read. An irreligious parent is not 
willing to subscribe for a publication that may bring reproot 
tohis own bosom. Besides, many who might be disposed 
to tolerate the religious matter of the Guardian, are so much 
opposed to missionary exertions, that they are resolved to 
exclude every thing from their houses which might excite a 
sympathy for the heathen, in the breasts of their children, 
and awaken a missionary spirit. 

A third difficulty is the want of sufficient variety to catch 
the attention and please the fancy of young persons. 

The matter supplied for the Guardian, is for the most part 
of a decidedly religious character. It is best that it should 
be so; andit probably best answers the wishes of the largest 
portion of readers. But this fact renders it uninteresting to 
many others, who might be induced to read the religious 
pieces, if they could be rewarded for the penance by occa- 
sionally having an amusing thing. I am aware sir, that the 
difficulty of which Iam now speaking, cannot be attached to 
the editor. He can only select from the materials he re- 
ceives, and this ought to stimulate men of genius and talents, 
who feel an interest in the improvement of youth to lend 
their aid to the pages of the Guardian, that from a copious 
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variety, matter might] be chosen which would give to the 
grave and the gay, “a portion in due season.” 

A fourth difficulty arises from the injudicious remarks of 
a higher class than that for which the work is gpecially de- 
signed. The pages of the Guardian not unfrequently fall 
under the observation of persons of highly cultivated minds 
and correct taste. Being familiar with the writings of Ad- 
dison and his contemporaries, and with the best productions 
of the present age, they cannot relish any thing that does not 
‘‘ smell of the lamp,” or that is not highly seasoned with the 
“‘ salt of the Spectator and Rambler.” ‘They do not con- 
sider that an essay which would be a feast for their minds, 
would disgust most of the readers of the Guardian, ‘They 
often speak of the work in the slightest terms in the pres- 
ence of children, or of persons of less cultivation than they 
possess. Astheir opinion is much respected it operates to 
the disadvantage of the Guardian. Every one that is ac- 
quainted with the operations of the human mind well knows 
that the opinion of a superior in knowledge, goes far towards 
influencing the judgment of those within his sphere; so 
that many will not give their sentiments respecting the mer- 
its of a work until they have ascertained the sentiments of. 
others. If the Guardian has not real merit, and if it does 
not answer the purpose for which it was designed, it ought 
not to be patronized. But if it is the medium of much use- 
ful instruction in religion and morality, for children and per- 
sons in common life, I think it extremely unfair and injudi- 
cious for “ giants in literature” to speak of it with a contemp- 
tuous sneer. They ought to consider how much injury they 
may do by a single unqualified censure ; and if they cannot 
stoop so low as to contribute to its pages themselves, they 
should not intentionally injure its reputation in the estima- 
tion of others. 

Another difficulty in conducting a periodical work I ap- 
prehend arises from the petulance of those who write for it. 
We are apt to think that our productions should have a 
commanding place in the publication, and be inserted at an 
early period. If the editor should judge that a particular 
piece would not add to the credit of his pages ; or that the 
spirit with which it is written is opposed to meckness ; or 
that it would be prejudicial to his interests in a section of 
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the country where his work circulates extensively 5 if from 
any of these circumstances he refuses to give it a place, he 
runs the risk of offending the writer; perhaps forfeits his 
own patronage and that of such friends as he can influence. 
I think we ought to consider the peculiarly delicate situation 
in which an editor ts placed and allow him to determine 
with what matter he will fill his pages ; and if our produc- 
tions are cast aside or delayed longer than we could wish, 
we should conclude that his reasons are good. Its impos- 
sible to please every one, and men who profess to be gov- 
erned by religious principles, should not abandon a valuable 
publication because their humour is not in every respect 
complied with. 

The last difficulty I shall mention is the want of punctu- 
ality in subscribers. Most of the publications in our own 
country have failed after a few years for want of support. 
Many of the subscribers never think that the publisher of a 
periodical paper needs pay. ‘Their neglect arises from mere 
thoughtlessness ; if it ever occurs to them that they have 
not paid for one, two, or three years, they say, “ it is only 
a small sum, and it can make but little difference in his ex- 
penditures.” I need not stay to point out the absurdity of 
such a sentiment. The whole amount of debts due to a 
work like the Guardian consists in little items, and if they 
are not punctually forwarded, bankruptcy must follow, and 
the publication be relinquished. I hope sir, your delin- 
quent subscribers will receive this hint kindly, inas- 
much as it does not come from you, and will immediately 
pay up all arrearages, and do every thing in their power to 
promote the circulation of a work which may have an im- 
portant influence upon the character of our youth. 

Tam yours, respectfully, 
QO. M. 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


A COLLOQUY. 


Juliet. Cousin Emily, I am on a shopping tour and 
want you to accompany me. The morning is delightfd 
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after the rain. Pray, how did you get through the day yes- 
terday ? A rainy day is so tedious—dear, dear, I thougit [ 
should have died with ennui. Luckily a new play came to 
hand, or I should certainly have fallen sick. 

Emily. J passed they day very pleasantly I assure you, 
and felt no disposition to cavil against the weather, since it 
was such as God saw fit to appoint. 

J. What kind of jargon is this ? But come, come, here 
is your hat, get your cloak and let us be walking—I want 
to call on ‘fifty people, besides it will take a long time to 
examine the new dresses. 

E. Excuse me cousin, it is not convenient for me to go 
out this morning, and I have no océasion to purchase any 
thing. 

J. Nor I neither, my dear, but it will help to pass away 
the time till the hour of dining, immediately after which £ 
shall begin to dress for the assembI y- 

E. Do the wheels of time move too tardily Juliet, that 
you have recourse to such a method to accelerate them? 
How will you manage to get rid of eternity ° 

J. Why, I confess, I never thought of that; it will bea 
long time to be sure. But Emily what makes you talk in 


so novel a strain ? And then you look as demure as the 


wife of a parson. You did not use to be melancholy. 

E. Nor amI now; onthe contrary, I have joy in my 
heart. I feel no disposition to indulge in giddy mirth, yet I 
was never so happy in my life; nay more, I never knew 
what true happiness was till within a very few days. 

J. Well, I protest I know not what to make of this 
talk ; it is quite unintelligible. Pray, explain yourself Em- 
ily ; you have made some new discovery I presume. 

E. Yes, I have discovered that I have an immortal 

soul, which is hastening to eternity, its final destination— 
that there is a heaven of everlasting joy, and a hell of un- 
utterable woe. I have discovered that I have all my life 
long been living in rebellion against the God that made me, 
and the Saviour who died forme. ‘Those pleasures I once 
valued and eagerly pursued, I have found to be mere illu- 
sions—they seemed fair and lovely, but they bite like a ser- 
pent and sting like an adder. Enow bid them an eternal 
adieu ; and O may I be enabled to devote myself as heartily 
16* 
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and as exclusively to God and religion, as I have formerly 
done to satan and this evil world. 

J. Heavens! Emily how you astonish me. Is it possi- 
ble that a girl of your sense, and in your sphere of life too, 
should be seduced into such vulgar and enthusiastic notions ? 
You, who was the life of all our parties, whose wit and 
elegant accomplishments procured you a ready introduction 
to the most brilliant circles of the great and the gay ;—you, 
whom so many have regarded with an invidious eye on ac- 
count of your superior attractions | While the rose of youth 
is yet fresh upon your cheek, and pleasure allures you with 
her fascinating charms, will you foolishly exclude yourself 
from all fashionable society, become a recluse, or the asso- 
ciate of a pareel of whining methodists, who are the scorn 
and contempt of all polite people? Unhappy girl, how I 
pity you ! 

E. Yes, Juliet, I voluntarily incur all the obloquy and 
ridicule which a world lying in wickedness can heap upon 
me; and cheerfully renounce those amusements which are 
certainly offensive to God, which have cost me so many bit- 
ter tears, and which had well nigh ruined my soul. 

J. And so you think it wrong I suppose to attend a ball, 
or touch acard. Ill never believe it, notI. Can’t you go 
to heaven cousin, without all this parade ? You need not 
become a perfect fool surely. Cannot you be a good chris- 
tian and yet enjoy the world a little ? 

E. ‘The Bible explicitly declares; “ Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon. ‘The friendship of the world is enmity 
with God. Ifany man love the world the love of the Father 
is notinhim.” If we would serve God, my cousin, we must 
renounce the world. 

J. Well, you must have your way and I shall have mine. 
Not all the eloquence of a demosthenes could convince me 
that there is any harm in dancing, and as to cards I could 
not live without them. Who would dare to say that our 

ood Rector is not a christian ? I am sure I think him 
Tittle less than an angel ; and yet he never objects to a so- 
cial game of cards, and thinks it an innocent amusement. I 
wish you could have heard the elegant sermon he gave us 
jast Sabbath. The whole scope of it was to shew that God 
made mankind to be happy ; that he is pleased to see us so, 
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and that he made this delightful world on purpose for our 
enjoyment. He quoted two lines from my favourite poet 
exactly to the point. ‘“ God is pleased when man receives, 
To enjoy is to obey.” He proved to a demonstration, that 
those pretenders to exclusive goodness, who go about witha 
sanctified face, proclaiming their own merits, limiting all reli- 
gion to a peculiar sect, and crying down all the rest of the 
world, deserve no better appellation than that of hypocrite. 

EF. He was rather severe I think ; however your minis- 
ter’s creed is not the standard of my faith, nor his example of 
my practice. I am positive the Bible gives no such latitude ; 
jt commands us to come out from the world and be sepa- 
rate. It speaks of self denial,—of cutting off a right hand, 
—plucking out a right eye,—of taking up crosses, &c. Do 
you believe the Bible Juliet ? 

J. The Bible ——— why ——— I don’t know 
ves, I think I believe it but then I never get time to read it. 

E. Indeed! I thought you had a superabundance of time 
just now. | 
_ J. Pshaw! You know the Bible is not a book to be 
read except on sunday, and then mamma always has cem- 
pany to dine; so that what with helping to entertain them, 
dressing for church, &c. I never think of opening a book. . 
But come cousin Emily, do not degrade your fine under- 
standing by the indulgence of such ridiculous notions. A 
girl of your taste and good sense ; it’s truly amazing. Come 
do be cheerful and merry again—say you will accompany 
me to the assembly this evening. 

E. No, never again by God’s grace will I go there. I 
shall never luok back upon my past life but with heartfelt 
sorrow. O what a black eatalogue of sins! they are as 
innumerable as the sands on the sea shore. 

J. Nowis not this mere affectation ? You know that you 
have scarcely in your whole life been guilty of a fault; why 
Ihave know you from infancy, a model of perfection ; it 
always seemed to be your business to make people happy— 
and then your charity to the poor. I well remember the 
time when you gave up an elegant rose coloured satin gown, 
which you was about to purchase, and gave the money to 
your laundress, who was sick and in great want. 


E. Itisall nothing—sothing. I had ne desire to please 
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God in this, or in any thing I did. On the contrary, I was 
daily violating his righteous laws in thought, word, and deed. 

J. Well, I always thought you my superior in every 
thing. I have no thought however, of degrading myself, as 
in this fit of humility you seem inclined to do. Doubtless I 
have committed some errors, but no great faults I hope ; if I 
have, they were certainly unintentional for I'am sure I have 
not a bad heart. 

E. . You are deceived my dear cousin you do not know 
your heart. Could you have such a view of it as I 
have had of mine, you would be humbled in the dust, and cry 
earnestly to God for mercy. 

J. Well I must go for this conversation gives me the 
vapours. It is now too late to proceed on my proposed tour 
so I will return home. Before I go let me get the prettiest 
novel in your whole library, that I may be prepared for 
another rainy day—but stop, perhaps you have some upon 
your dressing table, let me see—why what have you here ? 
The Christian Observer—The Pilgrin—The Guardian— 
The Roston Recorder—a fine collection truly. And the 
Lady’s Magazine—La belle Assemble—and The Mirror, 
are banished, and these are their substitutes. 

E. Pray read some of them; they will show you how 
to spend arainy day very pleasantly without the aid of plays 
or novels. 

J. No,no; I shant meddle with such fanatical things. I 
suppose your book case has undergone a similar innovation. 
Instead of Lord Byron—Lalle Rooke—and The Select 
Plays—I dare say you have The Pilgrim’s Progress—The 
Serious Call—and the Bible. 

E. Forbear my beloved cousin—indeed you carry your 
sacrilegious raillery too far. You must not contemn that 
holy book which I value more than the wealth of worlds. 
Listen to me my Juliet, you have a soul as wellasI; a 
soul of inestimable value. You too must one day die and 
go to judgment. The Bible is the word of God ; it plainly 
asserts that except we be born again we never can see the 
kingdom of heaven. An obsolete doctrine I know amongst 
the generality of mankind, but a true one nevertheless. 
This change of heart you have not yet known. You are 


Yevoted to the world, God is net in all your thoughts ; you 
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do not pray to him, O my friend the god of this world has 
blinded your mind. QO think of eternity—turn to the Sav- 
iour and be happy—J zay happy. All the pleasures of 
earth can never make you so. I speak from experience. 
You saw me flutter in the circles of the giddy and the vain— 
you saw me flattered and caressed, and you thought me 
blest—but ah! you saw only the outside. Beneath the 
smile of complacency, I often concealed a heart but ill at 
ease. Conscience remonstrated and sometimes caused my 
flesh to tremble with terror—and then the thought of death ! 
—Q it was like an adder’s sting. I can never sufficiently 
adore and love my gracious God who did not cut me off in 
my sins. O astonishing mercy! and now Juliet, the first 
wish of my heart is, to carry you with me to the abodes of the 
blest. You have been my companion in the broad road, I 
conjure you to go with me in the narrow way that leads to 


tife. CORNELIA. 
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REFLECTIONS ON COMETS. 


They “ speak as well as shine.” 


Comets generally attract attention, and as objects which 
declare the glory of Jehovah, they are entitled to our con- 
templation. The late eminently pious Rev. James Hervey, 
has taught, in a striking manner, how to improve natural 
things, and by sweetly and profitably looking through nature 
up to nature’s God, has left behind him some excellent vol- 
umes, which are highly deserving the patronage of those 
who are Christians indeed. And do comets afford nothing 
for instruction ? Let us reflect a little and inquire. 

I. Comets attract attention. Their singular and bril- 
liant aspect excites many beholders ; and in this they remind’ 
us of the Christian, a man wondered at by the philosopher 
and the peasant. “ We are made,” says the apostle, (and 
the remark applies to every believer,) a spectacle to angels 
andtomen.” “ Ye areachosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye should shew forth 
the prajses of Him, who hath called you out of darkness into 
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His marvellous light.” It is but seldom that we see a come 
et, it is rarely that we behold a true Christian. 


‘“‘ Broad is the road that leads to death, 
And thousands walk together there, 
But wisdom shows a narrower path, 
With here and there a traveller.” 


II. The comet receives its ight from the Sun. Like 
other heavenly bodies, it is indebted for its entire splendor 
to that bright luminary. What an emblem of ourselves. 
By nature we are dark and ignorant, sinful and hell deserv- 
mg, having nothing to reeommend us to the favor and 
friendship of God. Children of wrath, far from holiness, 
happiness, and heaven. It is the Lord, who is our light 
and salvation, he shines into our heart, to give us the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus 
Christ, in whose righteousness only, we are exalted. It is 
his knowledge that makes as wise unto salvation, his spirit 
that sanctifies us, and his image that shines in us. “ Thou 
art comely through my comeliness that is put upon thee, 
saith the Lord. He opens our lips, and our mouth prociaims 
his glory.” 

“ On us he sheds new beams of grace, 
And we reflect his brightest praise.” 


Ill. The motion of a comet iz irvevular ta every part 
of its orbit. Ai onetime you sev it ina direct, then ina 
retrograde motion ; sometimes tiecnce:vably rapid, at oth- 
ers visibly slow. Alas! inow variable, how inconsistent are 
we! Now onthe mount of enjoyment. then in the valley of 
tears—if at one time cur evidences of interest in Jesus are 
bright, and clouded at another, we doubt and despond, and 
exclaim with David, “I shall one day perish.” When 
waiting upon the Lord in his sanctuary, and the word is 
applied to our hearts by the blessed spirit, then we say with 
rapture, “ Lord it is goodto be here.” We taste the grapes 
of Eshcol, and long for the delights of Canaan~ 


“ But ere one fleeting hour is past, 
The flattering world employs 

Some sensual bait to please our taste, 
And to pollute gur joys.” 





ee TF Ae a pee 


en iB: wile cP a Pm 








Reflections on Comets. 191 


IV. The progress of a comet is proportionate to its 
nearness to the Sun. When near that luminary, it advan- 
ces with the greatest velocity, but proceeds slower as it re- 
cedes from it. Thus it is with the man who lives nearest to 
God—he proceeds on his heavenly way rejoicing in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might, with the glories of 
eternity in his eye, the grace of God in his heart, and plans 
for his glory in his hand ; the constraining influence of di- 
vine love makes him zealous, active, and useful. In the 
presence of God there is fulness of joy—in waiting upon 
Him our spiritual strengh is renewed. When the two dis- 
ciples were going to Emmaus, Jesus joins them, and how 
pleasant the way while they were hanging upon the words 
that fell from his lips ; well might their hearts burn within 
them. So powerfully did this nearness to God affect the 
venerable patriarch, that he cries out, “ This is none other 
than the house of God, and the very gate of heaven ;”’ but 
how heavily, alas! do our souls move, when at a distance 
from the Lord—the Sabbath itself becomes dull—the word, 
a sealed book—the closet, a prison—the farther from the sun, 
the farther from warmth and animation—and the farther 
from God, the farther from spirituality. O ye ministers of: 
the sanctuary, keep near him, whose presence enlivens your 
souls—brightens your countenances, and inflames you with 
zeal to proclaim the unsearchable riches of his grace. 

V. Thecomethasatransient appearance. After a short 
visit it disappears. And we are but strangers and pilgrims 
here below ! Soon, very soon (may my heart more frequently 
meditate on the idea,) “ the place that now knows us will 
know us no more for ever.”” We spend our years as a tale 
that is told; as a flower that blooms in our gardens, but 
soon fades and perishes : So man dieth and wasteth away. 
Yea man giveth up the ghost, and where is he ! Sometimes 
a comet is obscured by intervening clouds, or seen very im- 
perfectly. And many things disfigure and becloud the 
Christian. In this lower world he is encompassed with in- 
firmities, but yet a little while and he will shine in cloudless 
skies. Thrice happy Christian, there thou wilt be like a 
child at home, in the full possession of all thy Father’s 
smiles. Meantime be stedfast, immoveable, always abound- 











192 On the danger of Empenitence. 


ing in the work of the Lord, holding forth the word of lite. 
and hastening to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


[ Youth’s Mag. 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


ON THE DANGER OF IMPENITENCE. 


Young sinners are prone to excuse themselves from 
ammediate repentance, in apprehension that they can 
repent when they become old. ‘They do not consider the 
uncertainty of life, and the danger which attends their delay. 
Young people are no more exempt from death than old peo- 

le. And without repentance, they are no more prepared 
for death. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
theliving God. All thei impenitent whether old or young are 
acting in opposition to God, and are unprepared to meet him 
in peace. To them itistruly a fearful thing to be called 
to die and to stand before him in solemn judgment. They 
have no interest in the divine Saviour, and have no refuge 
from condemnation. ‘To procrastinate repentance is to post- 

one the sinner’s preparation for heaven, it is tolive unrecon- 
ciled to God, and to continue under his displeasure. It is 
probable many sinners have perished from under the gospel, 
who were cut off in an unexpected hour. And what child, what 
youth, who is now living without God can say, he shall not 
soon be cut down by death !—I tremble when I think of the 
danger which attends the thoughtless youth ! He is unrec- 
onciled to God and he has no pledge of his favour, while he 
lives on his forbearance. 

What is man that he should hope to withstand God, who 
is almighty in power and unchangeably holy !—It is infinite- 
ly easy for God to cut short the life of the sinner and cast 
him down to hell! What are worms of the dust; what are 
dependent creatures, that they should dare to live in disobe 
dience and unthankfulness to him who is their maker and 
benefactor The reason of his forbearance is passing away, 
and the delay of repentance holds in jeopardy your all for 
eternity ! Thus you live exposed to God’s displeasure, and 
by your impenitence abusing his patience, and provoking 
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him to cut you off ! And is there no motive which can in- 
fluence you to turn and live ? Think on the condition of 
shose whose day of grace is gone, and for whom there re- 
maineth no more sacrifice for sin! theirs is the doom ef the 
wicked and slothful servant ; theirs is the condemnation of 
those who were invited to the Gospel feast, yet who refused 
to comply ;—theirs is the disappointment of those whose 
hopes were all cut off ;—and theirs is the portion of those 
who lie down in eternal sorrow. ‘They know the knawings 
of the worm that never dies ; and they are fuei for the fire 
that shall never be quenched !—And what security impeni- 
tent reader hast thou that this will not be thy portion >—Wilt 
thou be content to live in sin, and waste thy precious day of 
grace, perhaps already almost spent! wiltthou cry peace, and 
quiet thy conscience, and turn to the follies and vanities of the 
world, and let Christ and glory go -—Remember if impeni- 
tent, thou art in the broad way to death—the downward path 
to hell. It is wise in you to reflect without delay on your 
condition, to behold your danger, and to retrace your steps ! 


L. S. 


-_—— 


ON EARTHQUAKES. 


An earthquake is one of the most sudden, awful and des- 
vlating visitations to which the world we inhabit is liable. 
fts shock very rarely lasts more than a minute, and in most 
instances not nearly so long. ‘et in that short period, 
whole countries are ruined, and thousands of the human race 
involved in calamity of every kind, or plunged into an awful 
eternity. 

Earthquakes have been observed to be most frequent in 
those parts of the world, where there are volcanoes, or moun- 
tains which sometimes burst and pour forth streams of fire. 
Earthquakes are often preceded by the fall of rain after long 
droughts ; some appearances in the air, resembling the 
flashing of fire are then observed, before the earthquake 
comes on. The noise which accompanies the shock, is 
sometimes like that of a number of carriages, driven violently 
along the pavement of a street. Sometimes it is a rushing 
noise like that of wind, and sometimes like the firing of can- 
¥OL. v.] 17 
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nons. Sometimes the earth is instantaneously lifted up to a 
great height, and sometimes it rolls as it were to and fro 
from side to side. Great openings are made in the earth 
by the shock, which generally throw out vast quantities of 
water, and sometimes smoke and flame. Earthquakes 
sometimes affect the ocean in a manner not less terrible than 
when confined to the land: the water is violently agitated, 
and the ships are affected with a sudden stroke, as if they 
had run aground, or struck upon a rock. Sometimes many 
shocks succeed each other, as in the case of that awful visi- 
tation in Syria, which we recorded in our last number. 

The sudden and unexpected approach of these direful 
visitations, has afforded no opportunity to examine very 
accurately into their causes; several however have been 
assigned by learned men, none of them without some degree 
of probability ; and perhaps all more or less concurring to 
produce the effect. It was supposed among the ancients, 
that earthquakes were produced by the bursting of clouds 
underground, which, discharging lightning, shook and de- 
molished the earth above them. Others have imagined, 
that by the continual burning of fires under ground, the 
vaults or arches by which these fires were confined, weak- 
ened and gave way. Some have ascribed them to electri- 
city, and others to the force of water, or the expansion of 
steam. But as it is scarcely possible to render these things 
at all intelligible to our young readers, we shall proceed to 
refer briefly to some of the most awful visitations of the 
kind which history records. 

Yn the sixth century, earthquakes were uncommonly fre- 
quent ; of such duration, that Constantinople was shaken 
for above forty days ; and of such extent, that the shock 
was felt tothe utmost boundaries of the Roman empire; the 
sea by turns advanced and retired beyond its ordinary 
bounds ; and a mountain-was torn from Libanus, and cast 
into the waves. On the 20th of Mays 526, Antioch (which 
has just now suffered from a similar visitation) was over- 
thrown, and two hundred and fifty thousand persons are said 
to have perished. In 551, Berytus, a small city in Pheeni- 
cia, but of great importance as a much frequented school of 
law, was destroy ed, and the flower of youth and rising spirit 
perished i in its ruins. 
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In modern times, we find a remarkable earthquake record- 
ed as taking place at Calabria, in the year 1058. After the 
usual terrible commotion, a cloud seemed to rest over the 
city of Euphemia, which passing away, all appeared calm 
and serene ; but the city had totally sunk, and nothing re- 
mained but a dismal and putridlake. The island of Jamaica, 
in the West Indies, is very subject to earthquakes : in 1692, 
nine tenths of its principal town, Port Royal, were destroyed 
and drowned. The earth opening, swallowed up people, 
und they rose in other streets, some in the middle of the 
harbour. Many were thus saved, but 2000 persons were 
lost, and 1000 acres of land sunk. The wells threw out 
their waters with great violence : rivers were entirely stop - 
ped, or ceased to flow for twenty-four hours, and many 
formed to themselves new channels. At the distance of 
twelve miles from the sea, an immense body of water burst 
out from a gap in the earth, and spouted up to a great height 
in the air. Such was the violence of the shock, that even 
where the ground remained unbroken, many persons were 
thrown on their faces to the ground. 

In the year 1693 an eartliquake happened in Sicily, 
which not only shook the whole island, but also reached to 
Naples and Malta. Fifty-four cities and towns, besides a 
great number of villages, were either greatly damaged, or 
wholly destroyed. Of the magnificent and flourishing city 
of Catani not a vestige remained. Of 18.900 inhabitants, 
not fewer than 18,000 perished by this dreadful calamity. 

In the year 1755, after several slighter shocks, in the 
space of six minutes the city of Lisbon was destroyed, and 
60,000 of the inhabitants perished. The damage also ex- 
tended to almost every part of Spain, and even to Africa. The 
city of Algiers was destrpy ed; and even to Morocco many 
persons perished by the falling of houses ; and a few miles 
from the city, the earth opened, and swallowed up a village 
with all the inhabitangs, to the amount of 8 or 10,000, with 
all their cattle. Shocks of this earthquake were distinctly 
felt in many parts of France, Germany, Norway, Sweden, 
and England. 

In 1783, a dreadful earthquake ravaged Calabria, (a 
country of Italy,) and part of Sicily 5 about 40,000 persons 
perished by this calamity, and 182 towns and villages were 
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entirely destroyed. Mountains were levelled, and vailies 
formed in an instant; new rivers began to flow, and old 
streams were sunk in the earth, and lost. 

On reading the account of these awful visitations, can we 
forbear saying with the Psalmist, “‘ Come behold the works 
of the Lord, what desolations he hath made in the earth ! he 
is terrible in his doing toward the children of men !” 

But we read in Scripture, that “ God is love ;”” and how 
can a Being of infinite goodness thus suffer desolation to 
overrun the works of his hands ? Ah, children! these deso- 
tions are permitted because man is a sinner, and the God of 
love, who is also the God of holiness, thus bears witness 
against sin; sin exposes us to the anger of God 3 sin brought 
death into our world, and all our woe; sin drove our first 
parents out of Paradise: sin has produced all the disease 
and misery that has ever since afflicted their offspring ; and 
sin, unless it be repented of and pardoned, will shut every 
one of us out of heaven. Oh, how sad to think that we 
should ever be inclined to cherish and indulge the enemy 
that has done all this mischief ! 

When we see, how in a moment thousands are brought 
to desolation, how should we dread to provoke the anger of 
such a powerful Being! We cannot conceal ourselves from 
the notice of the great God; nor can we escape from the 
strokes of his rod. If we could hide ourselves under rocks 
and mountains, at his command, they would in‘a moment 
cleave open, and give us up to the strokes of his vengeances 


‘*Tis dangerous to provoke a God, 


Whose power and vengeance none can tell; 
One stroke of his Almighty rod 


Can send young sinners quick to hell.’— 


But, oh what a mercy to know, that though we have rebel- 
led against God, there is yet a way of escape pointed out in 
the gospel. 


‘ Yes, we may flee, he tells us where, 
To Jesus Christ he bids us fly ; 
And while we seek for pardon there, 
There’s only mercy in his eye.’ 


May every reader of these lines be enabled, before it be toe 
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late, to “ flee for refuge, to lay hold on the hope set before 
us.” 

These awful visitations teach us, how soon we may be 
deprived of every worldly possession. Some, who one hour 
were in the midst of splendour, magnificence, and luxury, 
the next, had not a place where to lay their head, nor a 
morsel of bread that they could call their own. Oh, what a 
poor man is he who has only this world for his portion! The 
Christian is the only truly rich and happy man; for he has 
* chosen that good part which shall never be taken away 
from him.” If allthe world were dissolved, he has a rich 
inheritance in “a city which hati foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God.” 

We are told in the account of the late earthquake in Syria, 
that ‘many, long unaccustomed to pray, were seen prostrate 
on the ground, calling upon their Maker ; but many more 
were cut off without a moment’s space to call upon him ; 
and those who were only driven to do so by the terror and 
agitation of the moment, it is to be feared soon forgot both 
their distress and their devotions. How sad it is during 
health and prosperity to neglect God! if we do so, how can 
we expect to be heard, when we call upon him in affliction P 
But (as a good man observed) those who pray constantly in 
health, may pray comfortably in affliction; they have laid 
up many prayers in heaven ; none of them are forgotten, 
but all are laid up, and will be answered in their time of 
greatest need : such persons, whatever troubles may assail 
them, have always a refuge to go to. When they see the 


judgments of God abroad in the earth, they can sing— 


‘The God that rules on high, 
And thunders when he please, 

Who rides upon a stormy sky, 
And manages the seas ; 


This awful God is ours, 
Our father and our love ; 

He will send down his heavenly powers, 
To carry us above.’ 


It is also said, that ‘all animosities were forgotten in the 
moment of general calamity.’ This teaches us how foolish 
and wrong it is to indulge a spirit of contention and ani- 
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mosity at any time. We should learn to be “ kind one to 
another, tender hearted, forgiving one another,” from the 
consideration that we are all alike liable to affliction and 
death, and that “we must all stand before the judgment- 
seat of Christ.” We are also told, that the ‘ heaviest losses 
were looked upon with indifference.’ In time of health and 
prosperity, we are apt to set too high a value upon worldly 
things; but affliction sets them in their truelight. Then we 
begin to see how vain it is to be so anxious about “ what we 
shall eat, or what we shall drink, or wherewithal we shall 
be clothed ; for “that the life is more than meat, and the 
body more than raiment ;” and all together are as nothing, 
if aman could gain the world and all that it affords, and lose 
his own soul. 

One thing more :—The awful and sudden desolation occa- 
sioned by an earthquake should lead us to think of that far 
more awful scene which every one of us shall behold ; when 
“* the day of the Lord shall come as a thief in the night ; in 
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the earth also, and 
the works that are therein, shall be burned up.” “ The stars 
of heaven shall fall to the earth; the heavens depart as a 
scroll, when it is rolled together ; and every mountain and 
island be moved out of their places ;” and sinners shall 
*‘ hide themselves in the dens, and in the rocks of the moun- 
tains, and say to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb : for the great day of his wrath 
is come ; and who shall be able to stand ?” 

[S. 8. Mag. 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
ON THE AMUSEMENTS OF YOUTH. 


That youth refrain from those practices which are forbid- 
den in the Holy Scriptures, and contrary to the way in 
which they should go, is no less necessary, than their instruc- 
tion in moral and religious knowledge. Although the 
word of God eontains clear and decided directions how 
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youth should be trained up, parents and heads of families, 
entertain different opinions respecting the restraints which 
they ought to impose on them, in conducting their education. | 
Many consider that there is no harm in allowing young per- 
sons to indulge in any diversions or amusements, which are 
not grossly immoral. And others think that they ought only 
to be advised’to shun bad company, and refrain from vain 
recreations; and then left to follow their own inclinations. 

The words of the Wise Man in Ecclesiastes, “ for child- 
hood and youth are vanity; and the words of the Apostle 
Paul in 1 Corinthians, * When I was a child, I spake as a 
child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but 
when I became a man, I put away childish things,” do not 
contradiet any part of divine truth, nor afford any apology 
for the sins and follies of children and youth; but they 
show their natural frailty and depravity, the weakness and 
imperfections of their understandings, and their need of reli- 
gious instruction. 

God has revealed to man but one law for the regulation of 
his conduct; and youth are under as great obligations to 
keep that law inviolate, as Christians of adult age, or any of 
mankind. ‘The Holy Scriptures are able to make men wise _- 
unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus ; and 
are all profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness; that all who are desirous of 
becoming truly wise, “‘ may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works.” 

The requirements of the Divine law are very numerous. 
From the following declarations, precepts, and prohibitions 
of Divine truth, it is easy to learn, what actions denominated 
amusements are sinful, and what are not.—“ Ye are bought 
with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God’s.” “ Be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind.”—— Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them.” See that ye walk cir- 
eumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil.” ‘“ Let no corrupt communica- 
tion proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the 
use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.” 
“Evil communications corrupt good manners.” “ But as 
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he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all man- 
ner of conversation.” ‘“ Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour.”—* But I say unto you, 
‘That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of Judgment.” ‘ Young men 
likewise exhort to be sober-minded.” ‘ If any man speak, 
let him speak as the oracles of God ;—that God in all 
things may be glorified through Jesus Christ.” The Scrip- 
tures abound in other passages of the same import as those 
which have been cited. 

Were youth to obey these Divine commands, they would 
surely live a sober, godly, and useful life ;—be an honour to 
their parents, and a blessing to community. And do not 
these, and many other parts of Divine truth, plainly prohibit 
all carnal merriment, vain, unprofitable conduct and conver- 
sation, and all mispending of time ? Mankind are all called 
upon in every part of the Bible, to hear and regard the 
Word of God, as their only rule of conduct. The scrip- 
tural injunction to parents, to train up their children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, renders it the indispens- 
able duty of youth, to direct their lives and conversation ac- 
cording to the Gospel. ‘The Psalmist prescribes the only 
proper remedy, for those sinful practices which they are na- 
turally prone to pursue. ‘ Wherewithall shall a young man 
cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy 
word.” 

From the light of Divine truth, we learn, that it is a sin 
for young persons to associate with any company, that leads 
them into the exercise of ungodly and unprofitable conduct 
and conversation. Many practices not grossly immoral, 
which are countenanced and strenuously advocated by per- 
sons of lax religious opinions, are productive of great evils, 
and evidently repugnant to the Divine law; disqualifying 
the mind for serious thought and devotional exercises. Is it 
not evident, therefore, that no friend of Christianity can 
consistently countenance gaming of any kind, theatrical ex- 
hibitions, nor that fashionable amusement, balls ? There is 
another kind of exercise or amusement, in the practice of 
which parents and instructors of schools sometimes encour- 
age their children and pupils. ‘The exercise which is here 
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referred to, consists in committing to memory, and acting 
publicly on the stage, such dialogues and comedies contain- 
ed in the works of Shakespeare, and other books compiled 
for the use of schools, as are, on account of their corrupting 
and immoral influence on the mind, and the laughter which 
they excite, evidently contrary to the law of God. Can any, 
who hold that parents and heads of families are under obliga- 
tions to train up their children and dependants in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, consistently countenance 
youth in acting the part of commedians, and in making sport 
for an audience, so long as it cannot be made to appear that 
the exhibiting of ludicrous matter on the stage, improves 
them in the art of elocution, more than the speaking of such 
single speeches as are consistent with sobriety, and conducive 
to edification 

If it is unlawful for young persons to indulge in any of 
those amusements which have been mentioned, with what re- 
creations, then, may they be allowed to divert their minds ? 
Those who are trained up in the way in which they should 
g0o,—who enjoy the privilege of instruction in human and di- 
vine knowledge, are satisfied with the happiness which they 
derive from intellectual improvement, anda life of piety and | 
virtue ; and have no desire after those pleasures which are 
enjoyed by the votaries of vain amusements. The first and 
great commandment, which requires men to love God, with 
allthe heart, soul, and mind, makes it their duty to devote 
constantly all the powers and faculties of their bodies and 
minds to the promotion of his glory; and prohibits any 
wasting or unprofitable improvement of time. We are 
taught by Scripture and experience, that the fear of God, 
and a well-ordered life and conversation, are absolutely ne- 
cessary to true happiness. The thoughtless and indolent 
are necessarily miserable ;—but the sober-minded and dili- 
gent in well-doing, possess rational and substantial enjoy- 
ment. Useful actions would, therefore, become the only 
pleasurable amusements of youth, were their judgments, 
tastes, and affections right, according to Divine truth. 

It is true, that relaxation from intense application to intel- 
fectual objects, and manual labour, is both lawful and neces- 
sary. Let none, however, violate that just moral maxim, 
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lawful end. Edifying conversation with virtuous and en- 
lightened friends, is a laudable, profitable, and pleasant ex- 
ercise. What excellent opportunities do most of youth, in 
every part of the country, possess, for improving their 
minds in valuable knowledge, and for qualifying themselves 
for public usefulness, by a course of profitable reading. In- 
dustry is a virtue expressly enjoined in the Word of God. 
It is, therefore, the duty of youth, to divide their wakeful 
hours between bodily labour and the cultivation of the mind. 
So much time is necessarily expended in acquiring the rudi- 
ments of learning, and opportunities are often so badly im- 
proved, that few, during their minority, attain more than a 
tolerable knowledge of their mother tongue, and of those 
branches usually taught i in common schools. Hence the ne- 
cessity of a diligent and right improvement of time, and of 
advantages of gaining inform ition, in order that the mind 
may be well stored with useful knowledge i in early days. 
How ean youth employ their leisure hours in a more profit- 
able and pleasant manner, than in perusing books on inte- 
resting subjects of temporal and eternal importance? How 
necessary and entertaining is the study of geography, histo- 
ry, biography, and natural philosophy. In these highly fa- 
voured and enlightened days, young persons in every town, 
where the light and ordinances of the gospel are enjoyed, can, 
by the assistance of the friends of the Redeemer, obtain ex- 
cellent books on moral and religious subjects, for their peru- 
sal and instruction. Nothing isso interesting to mankind as 
moral and religious knowledge, or an acquaintance with the 
Creator, and the way of salvation revealed in the Gospel. 
The Word of God should, therefore, be their principal study, 
and the subject of their ineditation day and night ;—and the 
precepts of the Gospel treasured up in good and honest hearts, 
and practised in their lives, will keep them from indulging 
in unlawful pleasures and vain amusements. 

Having pointed out various amusements which are un- 
scriptural, and others which are lawful ; I proceed, in the 
next place, to show some of the evil effects which result from 
allowing youth to indulge in sinful amusements. ° 

1. Those who are accustomed in youthful days to go 
astray and wander in forbidden paths, not only hinder their 
progress in human and divine knowledge, but contract a bad 
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iaste, and vicious habits, which generally continue, and con- 
troul their conduct through life. There are various ways in 
which a gratification in vain amusements proves detrimental 
to youth. The time thus expended is worse than lost ; the 
passions thereby take a wrong bias, and the mind loses, in 
a great measure, all relish for profitable reading and intel- 
lectual improvement. Do we find any to take pleasure in 
studying the Word of God, and in acquiring a knowledge of 
the duties which they owe to God and men, who live in an 
habitual violation of the precepts of the Gospel? Experi- 
ence teaches us the inefficacy of religious instruction given to 
children and youth, unless they are taught to shun bad com- 
pany, and obey all the divine commands. 

2. The evils which arise from not training up children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and from permit- 
ting them to take unlawful courses, have not been half men- 
tioned. When those who have been badly brought up, and 
made a misimprovement of their time, arrive to manhood, 
they usually retain all those unscriptural opinions, and all 
that fondness for worldly pleasures and amusements, which 
were contracted during their minority ; besides being igno- 
rant of the doctrines and duties of Christianity, and of many 
necessary branches of human knowledge. And what is es- 
pecially to be lamented, persons of this description hand 
down their errors to their children, and uphold them in the 
practice of sin and folly. ‘The want of religious instruction 
and due restraint in youth, is a fruitful source of reproach to 
the Christian name. It has occasioned many professing 
Christians to dishonour their calling, by the exercise of vain 
conversation and unbecoming behaviour ; to lead astray ig- 
norant and unstable professors of Christianity, by the influ- 
ence of their pernicious examples ; and to excite divisions 
and controversies in churches, by following and advocating 
practices contrary to the rules of the Gospel, without being 
able to advance any plea in their own defence, but the ap- 
probation of some influential professors of religion. 

Consider, all ye youth, who dwell in this land of Gospel 
light and liberty, what exalted advantages you possess for 
moral and literary improvement! Remember, that if you 
abuse your privileges, spend the morning of life in sin and 
folly, and grow up in ignorance and vice, your loss will be 











204 Conversion of a Dest. 


irreparable, and your guilt most aggravated. You have tlic 
happiness to live in a more enlightened day, and to enjoy 
the means of religious instruction and mental improvement 
in a much greater degree, than many of your parents did in 
their youthful days s—of course, it is justly expected, that in 
mature years you will surpass them in knowledge and virtue. 
Let a consideration that now is the dawning of those glorious 
days of the church foretold in Scripture, when the “ people 
shall be all righteous,” and “ knowledge shall be increased,” 
arouse you to diligence in virtuous action—to vigorous exer- 
tions in well-doing. If you have any desire to enjoy peace 
and happiness in this life, and endless felicity in the life to 
come,.“ flee youthful lusts,” and strive earnestly to obtain 
an interest in the great salvation. 
Amicus JuvENTUTIS. 
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CONVERSION OF A DEIST. 


The following communication was sent us by a gentleman of 
respectability, in whose veracity we place the utmost 
confidence. 


Mr. T , 1 believe was educated fora Lawyer. He 
is certainly a man of much legal knowledge, and an able 
legislator, in which capacity he has served his, country for 
several years. But, alas! (as too many of the “ mighty of 
the earth” are,) he was a Deist. He pleasantly believed that 
God was wise and merciful, and able to carry on his affairs 
with man without a mediator, and as “ for his part, he saw 
no necessity for a Jesus.” Hearing a preacher once tell of 
a temptation that assailed him to disbelieve the existence of 
God, he thought, “ if as good a man as the minister had his 
doubts about one God, he supposed he was quite excusable 
if he should reject the idea of a Saviour.” At times he had 
convictions, “ perhaps I may be wrong,” and prayed to his 
God. Things went smoothly on until February last, when 
God was disposed to awaken his attention more powerfully 
and successfully than he ever had before. He was pleased 
to take away a lovely daughter, three or four years of age. 
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She was so seriously burnt that in six or eight hours thereafter 
she died. Just before the tender soul left the afflicted body, 
a pleasant smile graced her beauteous face, as if Jesus had 
whispered forgiveness to her soul. Soon after, she expired, 

exclaiming, “ Lord Jesus, have mercy on me’’—not before 
she gave her weeping parents reason to believe#she was 
going, as a precious lamb, to rest in Jesus’ bosom. The 
words, “ Lord Jesus,” struck the heart of Mr. T——— like 
lightning, especially when he reflected that he disbelieved in 
and rejected that same Jesus who was precious to the little 
child ; and that she, so young, should know something of 
Him, "and he all his ‘life had been ignorant of Him. This 
truly was “ an arrow fastened in the heart of the King’s 
enemy.” He became sensible of his error, and felt his sins 
rise to a mountainous height. His cistress was so great that 
he scarcely ate or siept for several days, and he verily 
thought if he had not been relieved when he was, he could 
not have survived under his burden mach longer. When 
about to sink in dispair, Jesus passed by and said, “ My son, 
give me thy heart, be of good comfort, thy sins are forgiven 
thee.” Immediately he felt forgiveness, and rejoiced in God 
his Saviour. Soon after, howe er, he was griev ously har- 
rassed by the “ fiery darts of the wicked one”—* Perhaps I 
am not converted.”” Sometimes he felt strong in the Lord, 
at other times he was in great darkness. ‘The morning of 
the day he related his experience to the Church, he was in 
considerable distress. Retiring into the forest, he fervently 
poured out his soul to God to shew him his duty—(for per- 
haps, thought he, “ I may be deceived, I may be too hasty.”’) 
He prayed that the Lord would manifest himself some way, 
that he might decide. Just as he was about to finish a se- 
cond prayer, his soul was melted into love and humility, and 
these words relieved him—“ Deny thyself, take up ihy cross 
and follow me.” He did so, and was baptized last Sunday, 
with five others, which had considerable efiect,on an exten. 
Sive congregation. He certainly is an altered man, and J 
believe savingly so. Now he loves Jesus. Now he asso- 
ciates with Christians. Now he attends meetings. Now he 
searches the Scriptures. Now he vindicates the doctrines of 
grace, by example and conversation, and says at times, * he 
feels the worth of souls,” &c. He was a magistrate and 
legislator ; and though we believe him better qualified now, 
VOL. v.] 18 











206 Christ and Mahomet Compared. 






than before his conversion, to fill posts of honour and tr ust, 
yet, like his Master, he “ seeketh not honour from men,” 
and he has resigned them. Thus we see what grace can 
do. ‘Truly the poet has it, 








It changes a lion to a Jamb, a raven to a dove.” 






Oh that we could see many bowing to the benign sceptre 
of the glorious “ prince of peace.”” May God of his infinite 
mercy often “do likewise,” and save us all eternally in that 
loving Jesus. Amen. [ Geo. Miss. 













CHRIST AND MAHOMET COMPARED. 


Go to your natural religion, lay before her Mahomet and 
his disciples arrayed in armour and in blood, riding in tri- 
umph over the spoils of thousands and ten thousands, whe 
fell by his victorious sword. Show her the cities which he 
set in flames, the countries which he ravaged and destroyed, 
and the miserable distress of all the inhabitants of the earth. | 
When she has viewed him in this scene, carry her into his 
retirements, show her the Prophet’s chamber, his concubines, 
and wives, and let her see his adulteries, and hear him allege 
revelation ‘and his divine commission to justify his lusts and 
his oppressions. When she is tired of this prospect, then 
show her the blessed Jesus, humble and meek, doing good to 
all the sons of men, patiently instructing the ignorant and 
the perverse. Let her see him in his most retired privacies, 
let her follow him to the mount and hear his devotions and 
supplications to God. Carry her to his table, to view his 
poor fare and hear his heavenly discourse. Let her see him 
injured but not provoked ; let her attend him to the tribunal, 
and consider the patience with which he endured the scofis 
and reproaches of his enemies. Lead her to his cross, and 
let her view him in the agonies of death, and hear his last 
prayer for his persecutors—* Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” When natural religion has view- 
ed both, ask which is the Prophet of God ? But her answer 
we have already had, when she saw part of this scene through 
the eyes of the Centurion who attended at the cross; by him 
she said, “ Tyuly this was the Son of God.” 

























































View of Regent’s Town, Sierra Leone. 


Religious Xutelligeruce. 




















Part of Regent’s Town, a Settlement of Liberated Negroes 
in the Colony of Sierra Leone. 


“ The engraving is a View of part of Regent’s Town, in 
the colony of Sierra Leoue. It is inhabited by negroes-of - 
many different nations in Africa, whom cruel men were car- 
rying into slavery. The ships in which they had been 
crowded together were taken by cruisers, and the negroes 





set at liberty. * 


On the right of the picture, a part of the town is seen. 
{t extends however, a considerable way further than could 
be shewn in the engraving. It is laid out with regularity ; 
and had in 1821 nineteen streets or ways, and was inhabi- 
ted by 1218 negroes old and young. A stone bridge built 
by the negroes, leads from the town to the side of the brook 
where the principal buildings are. ‘These are the church 
and the mission or parsonage house with a house higher up 
towards the wood. ‘These and other buildings are all of 
stone. ‘The house near the wood was built by order of the 
governor, Sir Charles McCarthy, for himself te reside at 
occasionally. 

Only nine years since the whole of this place was a wild 
desert, but now it is like the garden of the Lord—not 
merely for its outward beauty, but chiefly for its spiritual.” 
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CEYLON MISSION. 





The last communications from our Ceylon mission, are 
fraught with much interest. Among other improvements 
they propose the establishment of a central school, which 
shall eventually rise to a College. They consider this not 
only expedient but necessary, and offer many important 
reasons for it— They also mention a very interesting case of 
hopeful conversion in a person by the name of Philip, who 
was providentially brought to their notice. It appears that 
six years before, he came into possession of a New ‘Testa- 
ment, and the reading of it was blessed hopefully, to the sal- 
vation of his soul. ‘Two years before they first knew him,  } 
of his own accord, and unknown to any christian friend, he 
commenced preaching the gospel, publishing to his coun- 
trymen the way of eternal life. He now lives with the mis- 
sionaries studying the scriptures, and labouring among the 
people. He has joined their church, and gives satisfactory 
evidence of piety.—They mention also several other cases 
of apparent conversion, and say that in almost all their par- 
ishes there is one or more, who, although they give no evi- 

| dence of piety, are apparently seeking after the truth. 
They mention the increasing usefulness of their native 
preachers who itinerate more extensively than hereto- 
fore, and generally spend five or six days of each month on 
ithe adjacent islands, or in different parts of the district. 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


In the late numbers of the Boston Recorder, accounts 
have been given of Revivals in Ward and Winchendon, 
Mass. The Report of the Presbytery of New Castle, Del. 
mentions many revivals, some of power and extent. Some 
have continued more than a year. One of Faggs Manor is 
of this description ; 104 have been added to the Church in 
that place. 

In the Christian Repertory, a Kentucky paper, we find an 
interesting account of a revival in Norfolk, Pete rsburg, Lex- 
ington, and Prince Edward. 
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Ii is stated in “ Zion’s Herald” that a revival of religion 
commenced in Pultney, N. Y. in Oct. last, and progressed 
gradually through the winter. At Urbanna in the vicinity, 
where there is no church, appearances were favourable in 
March. It is adestitute region. A Presbytery of 7 minis- 
ters have three whole counties under their care; or a region 
150 miles long and 50 wide. 


ene 


SUMMARY. 


Two of the teachers in the Union Mission of the Arkan- 
saw, Mr. Requea and Miss Cleaver, are obliged on account 
of the failure of health to leave. Mr. R. hopes to return ; 
but Miss C. has no expectation of being able to enter again 
on the mission. 


Mr. Moffat, (missionary at Africa) announces the death of 
Africaner and his father. The history of the older Africa- 
ner gives as distinguished an instance of the sovereign and 
almighty grace of God as any in modern times. He was the 
lion turned toa lamb. 


There are about 40 children at the Methodist Wydanot 
Mission School. 


Dr. Morrison writes that 1,000 copies of the New-Testa- 
ment in Chinese are requested for distribution at Sincapore 
Island. 


It is noticed in a Southern paper that a number of Sabbath 
Schools have been instituted where there had been none 
heretofore. And though there were many discouraging cir- 
cumstances to contend with, yet success was much beyond 
expectation. ‘Thus may be expected the blessing of God 
upon faithful, good endeavors. 


As evidence of the noble spirit and zeal of Southern 
christians, it is stated in the Christian Watchman, that six 
new auxiliary Bible Societies are lately recognized in Vir- 
ginia; three of which were organized and conducted by 
females. In 1822 thirteen were formed in Maryland; and 
eleven in North Carolina, 


18* 








210 Summary. 


Value of Missions.—It was stated by David Brown, a 
pious Cherokee youth, at a meeting of the New-York Tract 
Society, that by means of the missionaries and religious 
Tracts, more than 300 Cherokees had been converted to 
christianity. ‘This number is much larger than we expected 
could be found among the Cherokees, who are real converts 3 
and it may therefore be doubtful whether he did not mean to 
include all who were merely nominal christians. But as 
David Brown himself must have made considerable advan- 
ces in a christian course, and as he has been considerably 
acquainted with the people of his nation, we can but hope 
that he referred to those only who had been born of the 
Spirit, and that the statement is strictly true, as conveying 
that idea. 


Sabbath Schools in New-York.—On ‘Tuesday afternoon, 
the children belonging to the Union Sunday Schools, 
amounting to between two and three thousand, assembled 
in the Park, and walked in procession to the Circus, in 
Broadway, where an address was delivered to them, on the 
importance of education, and a correct understanding of the 


Holy Scriptures—The teachers of each class marched at 
the head of their little charges, with suitable banners, beauti- 
fully wrought in needle work, or painted, with appropriate 
inscriptions, borne by the scholars, with medals of merit, and 
badges of distinction. ‘Those who received premiums of 
Bibles for their good conduet, carried them under their arms. 
The whole presented a most interesting scene. 


It is stated that 744 children died at Amsterdam during 
the last year, of small pox, and 146 during the months of 
January and February of the present year. 


Radama, King of Madagascar, is so anxious for his peo- 
ple to receive instruction, that he sends for parents and de- 
sires them to send their children to the missionaries. Such 
influence must bring great numbers to the schools. ‘The 
King attends every public examination of the scholars. 


Invention.—A boy in England, by the name of Barry, 
has lately made the model of a machine that is said to ascer- 
tain, with the utmost accuracy, the progress of a vessel at 
‘sea ; from the principles of which, it is believed, valuable 
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Juvenile Reading Society. Q11 


scientific improvements are likely to be the result of: his in- 
vention. It has been closely examined by several scientific 
gentlemen connected with the royal navy, who have spoken. 
highly of its merit, and have entered inte a subscription to 
enable the inventor to procure a patent, for which his*means 


are inadequate. 


—_ 
FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


JUVENILE READING SOCIETY. 


It is perhaps a trite saying, that “example is better than 
precept ;” but so much do I believe in the truth of it, that I 
cannot but indulge myself with offering for the benefit of your 
juvenile readers, the outlines of a society which promises 
both pleasure and profit to its members. It is with the 
greater cheerfulness | submit this paper to you, inasmuch as 
it is your peculiar province to improve the morals and taste 
of the young, and to set before them, through the medium 
of your little magazine, such moral instruction, and interes- 
ting examples as may render it a welcome companion and- 
prompter to the thousands of your little readers, many of 
whom I have seen catch it with eagerness, and seem to 
devour its interesting pages. 

In the small town of D , less than a days ride from 
you, a “ Juvenile Reading Society” is established for the 
mutual improvement of its members, who are of different 
ages from nine to fifteen years old. ‘They meet one evening 
in a week 3; maintain the most perfect order and decorum 
while together, and at separation leave in the charity box 
of the society one cent each, for the benefit of missions. 
Their selections are moral, miscellaneous, historical, and 
geographical. I learned with peculiar pleasure that a con- 
spicuous place in their library was assigned to the “ Guar- 
dian.” Thus instead of squandering their time in idleness, 
or disturbing the peace of their-neighbours with their boister- 
ous sport as I fear many do, who will most surely repent 
their folly, this little association by persevering in the means 
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they have adopted for improvement, may expect a most 
happy result. 

I cannot give you all the particulars of this little society, 
my stop in that vicinity being too short to give me 
opportunities for becoming sufficiently acquainted. The 
good minister of the village informed me, that being collec- 
ted one evening for relaxation, and finding that their usual [7 
amusements were too insipid to yield them the satisfaction ff 
they sought, it was proposed by one of their number that 
they should associate themselves for reading and rational [ 
conversation ; to which all agreed. A constitution was 
drawn out by a lady of rank and talent, which is adopted 
as the basis of their union, and which gives it an appearance 
of permanency and usefulness. 

Allow me, in haste, to solicit the attention of your readers 
to a procedure which give so much promise of utility ; and of 
those who are in similar circumstances, to the adoption of 
similar means for the promotion of their temporal and eternal 
interest. The season of childhood and youth, is too often 
wasted in vain and hurtful amusements; too often consid- : 
ered as peculiarly the age of * vanity ;”,—but let me assure F 

| you, my young friends, that the foundation for a happy old 
age must be laid in youth ; that this is the season in which 
materials-must-be collected for reflection, when the eye shall 
grow dim and the ear deaf. Let me intreat you to improve 
this season in storing your minds with the treasures of religion 
and science. Let not the paltry gratifications of an hour rob 
you of the superior happiness, arising from a well cultivated 
understanding. Have you but few leisure hours >—husband 
them more closely. Have you many ?P—you have none to 
throw away ;—childhood glides swiftly into youth, and youth 
into manhood, incumbered with the cares and perplexities of 
business. Say not I will attend to it to-morrow; for much 
I fear that “ to-morrow shall be as this day,” a day of pro- 
crastination, and perhaps “ much more abundant” in folly. 

With much cordiality I congratulate my young friends who 

have occasioned this notice, on the prospect which is before 
them. The road to eminence is a plain road. Persevere 
in the course you have adopted, and you shall reap a rich 
reward. Add the weight of your influence to the truth, that 
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The Spaniel and the Miller’s Daughter’. 215: 


“= Wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace.” ‘That an example so noble, may induce 
others to “ go and do likewise,” is the sincere wish of your 


friend. ANTHONY. 


THE SPANIEL AND THE MILLER’S DAUGHTER. 


From “ L’ Historie des Chiens Celebres.’’ 


[Translated for the Charleston Courier. | 


The only daughter of a wealthy miller of Spoletto, while 
playing with a large spaniel, fell into the Tiber without the 
accident being perceived. The dog jumped immediately into 
the water—reached the little girl, and seizing her strongly 
by her garments, strove to bring her ashore; but her dress 
was too weak, and yielding to the water, the courageous dog 
was obliged to abandon his prize. 

Unable to succeed in an effort beyond his power, the des- 
olate creature ran immediately to his master. Unfortunate 
man! he was yet ignorant of his calamity. The dog in-, 
forms him of it by the most intelligent signs. Guided by a 
species of reason, he bore in his mouth the bonnet of his little 
mistress, and laid it with most piteous cries at the feet of his 
master. The wretched father overwhelmed with awful pre- 
sentiments, exclaimed, at the distressing sight, Alas! my 
daughter. Not, however, losing his presence of mind, at the 
calamity which his mute interpreter had so eloquently re- 
vealed, he rushed to the bank of the river and threw himself 
precipitately into the stream. The faithful dog accompanies 
and guides him the distance of several hundred yards. Pro- 
digious power of instinct! Singular and happy preservation. 
The miller, once more a father, has again in his arms his be- 
loved child, already carried far by the progress of the waves. 
She is rescued from death almost at the moment of expiring. 

Having reached the mill, with the father carrying his 
child in his arms, the spaniel exhibited an equal anxiety with 
his master for the fate of the girl; and when he saw her re~ 
stored to life, he fawned upon her with caresses and joy. 
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From that time he followed her always, and regarded her 
with a look of content, which indicated that this sensible an- 
imal rejoiced in the benefits it had afforded. 


mm 


SABBATH SCHOOL FACTS AND ANECDOTES. 
BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER. 








The circumstance of so dignified a personage as the 
bishop of Gloucester paying a visit to an English Sunday 
School, kindly addressing the teachers and children, accom- 
panying them on foot from their school room to the church, 
and preaching a sermon for them, has done much good to 
the cause of Sunday schools in the neighbourhood. We have 
had many encouraging circumstances among our dear child- 
ren. Some of them, upon leaving the school and the town to 
goto service, have obser ved, that they could willingly leave all 
but their-teachers and the school. ‘One girl being reproved 
by her teacher for staying away the preceding Sunday, said 
she had. no shoes good enough to come in; another in the 

| class said, “ Well, if [ had no shoes to my feet, I would not stay 
away ;” At the same time the shoes she had on were not 
worth two pence; her teacher immediately gave her a new 

pair. 














A PRAYING BOY. 


We have had a very pleasing circumstance in a youth of 
about sixteen years of age, who joined our school about 
eighteen months since only knowing his letters, but who has 
made such pr ogress in learning as to make one of ihe read- 
ing class at our last public examination. What is more satis- 
factory he is become the priest of the family, where he con- 
ducts family worship with his mother, brothers and sisters, 
and the neighbours of two adjoining houses on the hill situ- 
ate at the side of the Forest of Dean, where he lives. His 
mother, a widow, lately observed to our minister, “ He, dear 
boy, is more than a husband to me.” How ‘would your 
heart be elated, could you witness the evening sacrifice of 
prayer and praise from this little group of foresters. 
[London Teacher’s Magazine. 
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The promises of God, like a well drawn picture, look on all 
that look on them with an eye of faith. They are like the 
beams of the sun, which shine as freely in at the windows of 
the poor man’s cottage, as the rich man’s palace. 

Nature in man must have bread, but grace in man must have 
Christ ; give a gracious soul all the world, and take away Christ 
and you give him stones for bread. 


POETRY. 


Lines writien by Mr. Parsons, of Bath, in a Bible presented 
to his daughter Mary. 


To cheer a wretched world with holy light 
From error’s path the wanderer to invite, 
To banish folly from the youthful mind, 
To bid the sufferer become resigned, 

To plant each sweet affection in the heart, 
And every gracious principle impart ; 
The penitent offender to forgive, 

To bid the guilty, hopeless, sinner live, 
To show us where our only refuge lies, 

To elevate our hope above the skies, 
To soothe our passage through thi 
And grace and future glory to best 
For this, my dear, was the blest volifme given, 
Our guide to peace, to purity, and Heaven. 
Receive the gift descended from above, 

The pledge, dear Mary, of a father’s love. 
Would you be wise ? its kind instruction hear, 
And read and meditate with heart sincere. 
Would you be holy ? from its precepts draw 
The living morals of a perfect law. 

Would you be lovely ? from the Savour seek 
All that is generous, tender, mild, and meek. 
Would you be happy ? to the promise fly, 

And on its truth immutably rely. 

May heaven all gracious, all your steps direct, 
From every specious snare your youth protect, 
Through every scene of life be sull your guide, 
And o’er your thoughts incessantly preside. 
Thus grow in years, in wisdom’s ways increase, 
And you shall find them pleasantness and peace. 
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Poetr y.— Notice to Correspondenis. 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
SOLILOQUY OF THE WANDERER. 


Not aray of that light which once beam’d from above, 
On my heart then enlighten’d, but now dark and drear ; 
Not a spark from the flame of that heavenly love, 
Which will raise my affections, or banish my fear. 


Ah! why is it thus, that no longer I find 

That peace in believing which christians hold dear ; 
Ah! why is it thus, that the love so refin’d 

Of a Saviour, should not find a dwelling place here. 


‘Thou hast wounded thy Saviour,” my conscience replied, 
“In the house of his friends where he once met with thee: 
“ And though now in compassion he over thee bends, 

“To pardon thy guilt and from sin make thee free ; 


Yet still in the ways of thine heart dost thou go, 
“ Regardless alike of thy Saviour and friend, 
‘¢ Thy devotions are formal, thy affections are low, 


*¢ And canst thou then hope for the Saviour thy friend ? 


‘Tis thyself who hast sinn’d, ’tis thyself who hast gone 

* From the fold of thy Shepherd, and love of thy King ; 

“ By thy sins hast thou griev’d him, thy conduct reproach’d him, 
Yet still to thee mercy and pardon he brings. 


“ Return to thy Saviour, return to thy Shepherd, 

“iAnd find by repentance the peace that is gone ; 

“ He yet will receive thee, he still will forgive thee, 

* And will pardon thy guilt, for he bears with thee long.” 
AMELIA -——. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Adventures of a Tract; A Bible Story; The evil effects of disobe- 
dience to parents illustrated; Miranda’s letter to the Editor ; On extrava- 
gance; Account of Caroline R.; On the importance of a good name ; 
Dialogue between Harriet and Caroline ; On Election ; ‘‘ Understandest 
thou what thou readest ?” have been received, and will appear in our fu- 
ture numbers. 


The Editor would be much pleased to receive the remainder of the Sab 
bath School Poem. 





